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Ag-Chem Offers Free Spray Guide to Deal with Asian Soybean Rust
DULUTH, GA – March 9, 2005 – AGCO Application Equipment, a division of AGCO, has developed a quick-reference Ag-Chem product spray guide to help prepare growers and dealers to apply fungicides as a treatment for Asian Soybean Rust. 

The guide, “Spraying Fungicides is Different” details simple adjustments an applicator can take to assure better fungicide coverage, including droplet size, nozzle selection, pump pressure and boom height. 
AGCO Application Equipment Marketing Manager Troy Schroeder (SHRAY-der) says application precision of fungicides can mean the difference between success and failure in battling Asian Soybean Rust.

“The things that you want to look at are droplet size, nozzle selection, higher pressures and boom height.  And what we’ve tried to do with this free spray guide that we’ve put together is to compare fungicide application to herbicide application and make it fairly simple to notice the differences and spray the fungicides effectively.”  :17  ([image: image3.png]


AGCO Schroeder cut 1)
Custom applicators and growers accustomed to spraying herbicides should consider several pre-season and in-cab changes in spraying routines in order to effectively manage soybean rust.  Schroeder says the Ag-Chem spray guide contains specific instructions for improving fungicide coverage.
“You’re actually going to have an increased carrier volume when you’re applying fungicides.  Rather than about ten gallons or so per acre with herbicides you’re going to have about 20 gallons of water per acre with fungicides.  You’re also going to spray with smaller droplet sizes and you want to make sure that you have the right nozzles and the right spray patterns and lower the boom height as it compares to herbicide application.  All of these things you’re doing because with fungicides exceptional coverage is important in order to get control of the rust situation.” :28 ([image: image4.png]


AGCO Schroeder cut 2)
According to Schroeder, the main message for growers and custom applicators is to do everything they can to prepare for the season now so they can act quickly if soybean rust does hit in their area.

“This season, probably more than any other, the spray window’s going to be narrower than in most years.  So, it’s important to look at the main maintenance items on your sprayer.  Make sure that you’ve got your controller calibrated, you’ve checked your pump to make sure that it can spray at the higher volumes and pressures needed.  And just a general overview of your sprayer and maintenance guide to make sure that you’re ready to spray effectively whether rust hits or not.” :26  ([image: image5.png]


AGCO Schroeder cut 3)
Schroeder says free copies of “Spraying Fungicides is Different,” are now available.

“If growers or custom applicators want a free spray guide from us, all they have to do is call 877-454-3346 and we’ll get one sent out to them.”  :11 ([image: image6.png]


AGCO Schroeder cut 4)
That toll free number again is 877-454-3346.  For more information on Ag-Chem products, visit www.rogator.agcocorp.com.

AGCO Corporation, headquartered in Duluth, Georgia, is a global designer, manufacturer and distributor of agricultural equipment and related replacement parts.  AGCO distributes its products in more than 140 countries.  AGCO offers a full product line including tractors, combines, hay tools, sprayers, forage tools, tillage equipment and implements through more than 9,200 independent dealers and distributors around the world.  AGCO products are distributed under the brand names AGCO®, AGCO®Allis, AGCOSTAR®, Challenger®, Farmhand®, Fendt®, Fieldstar®, GLEANER®, Glencoe®, Hesston®, Lor*Al®, Massey Ferguson®, New Idea®, RoGator®, SisuDiesel™, Soilteq™, Spra-Coupe®, Sunflower®, Terra-Gator®, Tye®, Valtra®, White and Willmar®.  AGCO provides retail financing through AGCO Finance in North America and through Agricredit in the United Kingdom, France, Germany, Ireland, Spain and Brazil.  In 2003, AGCO had net sales of $3.5 billion.
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PHOTO AVAILABLE: Click here to download jpeg image: Spray Guide Cover
PHOTO CAPTION:  AGCO Application Equipment, a division of AGCO Corporation, has developed a spray guide that details simple adjustments an applicator can make to assure better fungicide coverage. To receive a free spray guide, call 1-877-454-3346.

Please visit our website at www.agcocorp.com. 
This Talking News Release is being distributed by ZimmComm. Pease provide to the appropriate reporter or editor at your organization or to others who will be interested in the content.  If you do not wish to receive future Talking News Releases, please contact Chuck Zimmerman or you can telephone him at 573-896-5842 or by mail at 1600 Skyview Dr., Holts Summit, MO  65043.  
